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First Sunday of Advent (Year A)
30 November 2025

PARISH INFORMATION >FORc,

StJoseph’s Church 38 Victoria St Hawera =5

Sacred Heart Church 43 Ngatai St Manaia (Closed) i &
Parish Office -Mission Centre ( located behind the church in 4 oS
a Combined Office with School Hours 9-12weekdays)

Postal Address Box 488 Hawera 4640 Our Mission _Statement
- We, the Catholic people of

Email stjoshw@xtra.co.nz Hawera
Website www.stjoshw.co.nz We want to be a friendly,
Parish App-St Josephs Hawera forgiving community, based on
Parish Priest Fr Vince Onesi 021 02287991 faith and prayer and
Parish Secretary Patrea Clement 06 278 5656 committed to joyful
(Office Hours Mon — Fri 9.00am - 12.00noon) witness and service.

Weekday Timetable Each Monday Fr Vince has a day off. Please only contact him on

o Mondays if itis an emergency. Thank You.

Tuesday 12noon Anointing Mass

Wednesday 9am Mass First Reading: lsaiah 2: 1-5

Thursday  9am Liturgy of Word irst Reading: Isaiah 2: 1-

. Psalm: 121:1-2,4-5,6-9.R.cf.v.1
Friday 9am Mass S d Reading: R 13:11-14
(Weekday Mass usually in the Chapel) econd Reading: Romans 13: 11-
Gospel: Matthew 24: 37-44
. Reflection Gods word 20250
Adoration
Adoration 11.30am Tuesday When we see the word Advent, we probably don’t connect it with

another word with the same origin — ADVENTURE. Those who take up
the invitation to live abundantly, which is the call at the heart of Christian
faith, are embarking on an adventure. This adventure is experienced not
simply in surviving daily challenges but in seeing every experience as

Reconciliation
4.30pm Saturday before Mass or by

appointment with FrVince an opportunity for growth. The circumstances that | am in, whatever they
are, God allows for my maturity. If | seek greater maturity in faith then |

Parish Prayer Friday 5.15 Chapel will accept the daily ups and downs as the place where Jesus is today

Hoani Pap|ta active in my life.

First Sunday Month 11am A wake up (Advent) season is a new-year opportunity to embrace once

again life in Jesus Christ as the ultimate adventure. Another way of
RCIA Meeting Last one for the thinking of it is thz_at while it is true to say we have been created (pa§t

. " tense) by God, it is even more true to say that every day we are being
year Friday 5" December at created (present tense) by God, fashioned and formed by God in the
6.30pm Parish Meeting Room. circumstances which are ours today — sometimes a render embrace, at
other moments a sudden and even shocking realignment. | find joy and
peace when | co-operate with God’s creative action. This is the Advent
adventure.

Anointing Mass

This Tuesday 2" December at
12noon we celebrate an Anointing
Mass in the Church. All Welcome

Congratulations to Fr Vince and the other members of our
Parish Community & Hawera Community who were made
New Zealand Citizens on Thursday.

Adoration 11.30am Tuesday.

Last Baptism preparationforthe | Apnje Brydon  Mass will be celebrated at Annie Brydon this
Year will be Saturday December Wednesday 3 December at 11am.
6™, at 10am. Please register with

the office to attend. New Planned Giving Envelopes are available in the Church
Foyer, to those who have newly signed up.



mailto:stjoshw@xtra.co.nz
http://www.stjoshw.co.nz/

Annual Sick & Retired Priests Special Collection | Sunday, 30 November 2025

The Clergy Trust Fund supports the well-being and care of priests in our Diocese. This includes stipends, food, travel
home for overseas priests, retreats, and all healthcare-related costs. As medical expenses continue to rise, the
Fund is under increasing pressure. Your contribution to this special collection is deeply appreciated—especially by
our elderly and retired priests who directly benefit from your generosity. You can support through pg envelopes or
give online to St Josephs Parish 02 0630 0288010 03 please include your name pg number(if you have one) and the

initials SP

PRAYER CIRCLE | If you wish for prayers for a special
intention call or text Sue our Prayer Circle Co-ordinator
021 265 3542 .

Parish Council Meeting this Wednesday 3@ December at
6pm. Parish Meeting Room.

PARISH OFFICE SHOP Open Monday - Friday 9-12noon.

Daily Mass Calendars are available from the Parish
Office $5.00

St Josephs Missal will be late arriving again this year.
children’s books, baptism candles, Christmas books,
rosary beads.

Rosters for January & February are about to be collated. If
you know you are away during this time, please let us
know.

Society of St Vincent de Paul Hawera
Tertiary Study Grant St Vincent de Paul Society,
Hawera are offering Tertiary study grant for those first
year students attending University or Polytechnic in
2026. Applicants should have attended St Joseph’s
Primary School or are members of the St Joseph’s Parish.
Application forms with criteria, are available from the St
Vincent de Paul Shop, 234 High Street, Hawera and close
on the 30th January 2026. Recipients will be notified in
February.

150 YEAR JUBILEE BOOK

Oudens Cleose 31" Decemben 2025
To order stjosephshawerajubilee@gmail.com
include your Name the number of Books and
indicate pick up from the Parish Office or Delivery
Address. Confirm the method of payment.
Book $35.00 Postage NZ $12 Postage Overseas TBC
Online Payments to St Josephs School PTF
Acc 153950 0800144 00 please include your name
and the word book as reference.
Cash payments can be left at the Parish Office.

ANOINTING If you know of someone who is sick,
in hospital or needs anointing, please call Fr Vince
directly.

VISITING If you would like a house visit from Fr
Vince, please call him or leave a message at the
office.

COMMUNION TO THE SICK Ifyou are
housebound or require Communion to the Sick,
and are not on our regular list, please contact the
office during weekday mornings 2785656.

Parish Update
Please continue to help us update our records by
filling in the Parish Update.

Reconciliation
Rite 2 Reconciliation on Wednesday 10" December at
7pm

Fovthese whe have Ried: We remember those who have
died recently, especially Evelyn Curtin, Henare Ngaia,
Pat Powell, Jeff Lagan, John Jordan, and in last 5 years
in November: Patricia Hickman, Patricia Spurdle,
Rosemary Stevenson, George Saxton & Michael Clegg.
y Eternal Rest grant to them O Lord, and let
perpetual light
shine upon them. May they rest in peace.

i Mass has been requested for the souls of Evelyn
4 Curtin & Henare Ngaia at the request of SVDP.



mailto:stjosephshawerajubilee@gmail.com

Christ the King Celebration.

Last Sunday we celebrated Christ the King with an outdoor Mass, a combined Parish & School Mass.

Scripture Focus this Advent | Living the Word

You are invited to prepare for Sunday Mass by reading and reflecting on the Scripture we will hear that weekend.
Marist priest Fr Frank Bird has for several years been helping people make those preparations through his Living the
Word project. As the name suggests, Living the Word is an invitation for Catholics and others to allow the Word of
God to shape their lives. You can download the resources, and access other rich content, at
www.livingtheword.org.nz/pray

Food For Faith for Advent 2025

Daily reflections for those seeking greater maturity of Christian Faith in preparation for Christmas. Sign up
to receive daily emails during Advent at www.foodforfaith.org.nz

Dwell Advent Series | First Week of Advent

Advent begins this Sunday, and the Dwell Advent Journey is now available.

This simple weekly resource is designed to help us slow down, pray with Scripture, and make room
for Christin the busyness of December. Each week includes a short Gospel reflection, a Marian
prayer, and a gentle invitation to live our faith in everyday moments.

Week 1 invites us to begin with stillness and attentiveness — opening our hearts to the Lord who
comes to dwell with us. You can download the pdf at https://tumanako.pndiocese.org.nz/wp-
content/uploads/2025/11/Dwell-First-Week-of-Advent.pdf

How might you welcome Jesus more intentionally as Advent begins?




Catholic Kiwi Podcast

Six episodes of the New Zealand Catholic Bishops Conference’s new podcast series have now been released,
sharing stories of faith, ministry and mission of Kiwis and visitors to our shores. Guests in the opening episodes
include Carmelite Sister Lauren of the Cross, broadcaster and policy expert Tim Wilson and Wellington Archbishop
Paul Martin SM. More episodes will be

released before Christmas to complete season 1, with season 2 set for 2026. Search “Catholic Kiwi Podcast” on
YouTube or Spotify now.

PRAYERFOR VOCATIQNS | "¢ "roctemne e GompelBecember 2 Hchiar

OF PRIESTHOOD AND RELIGIOUS LIFE | 11 December 1975, St Paul VI published his landmark apostolic

Heavenly Father, we come before you exhortation, Evangelii Nuntiandi. It identified evangelisation as
with hearts full of gratitude for the precious gift the task of all Christian people, not just clergy and religious,
of vocations to the priestigod and religious life. and noted that it required both word and authentic witness. Join

Bishop John Adams of Palmerston North, Catholic Enquiry

We lift up those discerning these sacred callings, . :
. - e Centre director Carly Mulqueen and Te Kupenga — Catholic

asking for your divine guidance, wisdom, and strength

to illuminate their paths. Grant them the courage Theological College director Dr John Evangelista as they share
to heed your call and embrace lives of service and their insights on the wisdom of the document and how it can be
sacrifice according to your holy will. lived out in today's context. The event is live at 7pm on

Tuesday, December 2. Register at:

May the Holy Spirit guide their thoughts and actions, https://bit.ly/december2webinar

providing them with the fortitude to overcome any
challenges they may face. Strengthen them with faith, hope,

and love as they prepare to dedicate their lives to you and
your people.

Surround them with supportive
communities and mentors who will
nurture their gifts and deepen their /&
relationship with you.

We entrust all those discerning
vocations into the loving care of -

Mary, Mother of Vocations. (";

We ask this through by el
Christ our Lord. §

Amen. e

Celebrating 60 Years of Nostra Aetate

Nostra Aetate, one of the landmark Vatican II documents, affirms the Church’s commitment to interreligious dialogue
and peace — a vision as vital today as ever. The New Zealand Catholic Bishops Conference (NZCBC) continues to
champion these values through its Interfaith Relations Committee and resources promoting religious diversity and
freedom.

To mark the 60th anniversary, the NZCBC Interfaith Relations Committee has released a booklet explaining Nostra
Actate and offering practical ideas for parishes. Limited hard copies are available, or download online at:
https://www.catholic.org.nz/assets/PromotingInterfaithRelations.pdf You can follow us on Facebook:
https://www.facebook.com/NZCBCIR




