
     Welcome to St Joseph’s Parish Hawera Newsletter 

 

         PARISH INFORMATION 

                St Joseph’s Church 38 Victoria St Hawera      
                Sacred Heart Church 43 Ngatai St Manaia (Closed)       

Parish Office -Mission Centre ( located behind the church in                              
a Combined Office with  School Hours 9-12weekdays) 
 

                Postal Address Box 488 Hawera 4640 
                Email stjoshw@xtra.co.nz 

Website www.stjoshw.co.nz 
Parish App-St Josephs Hawera 
Parish Priest Fr Vince Όnesi     021 02287991    
Parish Secretary Patrea Clement 06 278 5656 

(Office Hours Mon – Fri 9.00am – 12.00noon) -------------
----------------------------------------
--                                     

 

 

 
  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

For those who have Died: We remember those who have died recently,   and in last 5 years in December: Cynthia 
Collins, Beni Noetzli, Anne Pettett, Helen Kingi, Jimmy Kelly & January June Cox, Colleen Bulman, Charlie 
Chamberlain, Angus Nuku, Robert Wright, Lina DeCastro, Barbara Rogers, Mary Purser, May Mulholland & Ann 
O’Shea. 

  Eternal Rest grant to them O Lord, and let  perpetual light  
shine upon them. May they rest in peace. 

 
               

Fourth Sunday of Advent (Year A)  
21  December 2025 
  

Our  Mission  Statement 
We, the Catholic people of 

Hawera 
We want to be a friendly, 

forgiving community, based on 
faith and prayer and 

committed to joyful 
witness and service. 

 

Weekday Timetable 

Tuesday         9am      Mass  
  
  

Flowers for Christmas Displays     If you have flowers or 
foliage  in your gardens we can use in our Christmas Displays 
please leave them in buckets provided in the flower                                                                            
             room.    Flowers will be put together on the afternoon  
           of   Tuesday 23rd December so we would appreciate    
                            them in there by then.   Thankyou. 
 

Christmas Mass Times 

24th December Vigil Carols 6.30pm 

Mass 7pm 

25th December Mass 9am 

24th December Vigil Hoani Papita 

Mass 10pm 

1st January Mary Mother God 9am 

 We require volunteers for the following 
ministries at our Christmas Day Mass. 

Christmas Day –   Eucharistic Ministers, 
Collectors, Offertory, Hospitality, Altar 
Servers 

  4th Sunday Advent 
Isaiah 7:10-14 
Psalm 23:1-6 
Romans 1:1-7 
Gospel Matthew 1: 18-24 
Problems and difficulties are part of life: some of our own making, and 
others not. Joseph is caught up in a problem not of his own making. Mary, 
his betrothed, appears to have been unfaithful. How is Joseph going to 
resolve this heartache-his dark night? As a man of honour, Joseph does not 
act in haste nor in the heat of hurt emotions. He gives himself time-
sleeping on his problem and waiting for divine light. In his sleep, Joseph is 
informed by an angel of Mary’s situation-the blessing bestowed upon his 
beloved. Furthermore, Joseph is invited to accept the challenging situation 
and to co-operate with God by taking responsibility for Mary and her child. 
Joseph accepts God’s invitation, however demanding. Doing God’s will is 
always a blessing, but often costly. We too, when confronted with 
problematic situations, like Joseph, would profit from waiting upon the 
Lord in prayer for light and grace to act with integrity, charity and justice. 
Like Joseph, we too may come to recognize that our way forward is to 
accept and take responsibility for the situation which may not be to our 
liking but, nevertheless, may facilitate unforeseen blessings for us and 
others.  Gods Word 2025© 

  

  
  
  
  
  
   
  

 

  

  

 

 

  

Rosters for January & February have been emailed to those on email. There are hard copies available in the foyer. 

The Hawera Foodbank would like to thank 
parishioners for their generous donations of 
food and cash given to us over the past year. 
Our demand is high, we are currently feeding 
between 40 and 50 families a week. Thank you 
very much. 
Barbara Hurcomb 
Hawera Foodbank. 
 

mailto:stjoshw@xtra.co.nz
http://www.stjoshw.co.nz/


 
 
 
 
 
 

  
 

  

 

 

 

 

 

   

 
    

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Monday Tuesday Wednesday Thursday Friday Saturday Sunday 
22 23 

Mass 9am 
St Joes 

24 
Christmas 
Vigil Mass 
7pm 
Hoani 
Papita 
10pm 

25 
Christmas 
Day 
Mass 9am 
St Joes 

26 
Mass 9am 
St Joes 

27 
Vigil Mass 
5pm 
No 
reconciliation 

28 
Holy Family 
Mass 9am 
St Joes 
Mass 11am 
Patea 

29 
 

30 
No 
Mass or 
Liturgy of 
Word 

31 
No Mass or 
Liturgy of 
Word 

    

Christmas Message of 2025: 

“The Light of Christmas has come to us. It’s time for us to pause, reflect and see this Light and feel its warmth 

and celebrate it with joy”.  

 

I am very happy to wish you all my Prayerful Greetings as we coming close to enter the Christmas, 

2025.  The story of the birth of baby, Jesus is a reminds us that God came to live among us, to be close to us, 

and to save us from our sins.  God gave baby, Jesus to us as a wonderful gift in this Christmas. 

  

As we celebrate the birth of Baby Jesus, we remain eternally grateful to God for all the blessings, especially 

for the gifts of life, family, faith community.  I take this opportunity to thank you most sincerely as you have 

been such a blessing to our parish by being active and supporting us with your gifts of time, talents and timely 

financial help.  My special gratitude goes to all the volunteers in our different ministries who do such a 

wonderful job in serving the various needs of our parish with much enthusiasm and commitment.  I hope and 

pray that you will have a wonderful and blessed time during this Christmas Season with your families and 

friends. I wish you all a blessed Merry Christmas and a Happy New Year. May God bless you abundantly 

during this Christmas Season as well as come New Year.   

God Bless you All 

Father Vince ‘Onesi 
 

December Mass Timetable 2025 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

   

 

 

 

 

 

 

 Society of St Vincent de Paul Hawera Tertiary Study Grant St Vincent de Paul Society, Hawera are 
offering Tertiary study grant  for those first year students  attending University or Polytechnic in 2026. Applicants 
should have attended St Joseph’s Primary School or are members of the St Joseph’s Parish.  Application forms  
with criteria, are available from the St Vincent de Paul Shop, 234 High Street, Hawera and close on the 30th 
January 2026. Recipients will be notified in February. 
 

From the Parish Office 
Wishing you all a Happy Holy Christmas & New Year from the Parish Office. Special thanks to those who give up 
their time each week to  fulfill the many ministries our Parish provides, sometimes at the drop of a hat. Thank you 
to those who help  co ordinate the rosters.  There are a number of people who do great work, sometimes without 
recognition. 
In July of this year  the Mission Centre was changed around, giving the Parish & School separate offices.  If you 
have not yet visited we welcome your visit in 2026 to check out our new office.  
To those who served on our Parish Council,  Liturgy ,  Finance & Jubilee  Committees thank you.  
We look forward to the establishment of a new leadership committee in the new year. Thanks to  Lisa Crowley our  
cleaner & fill in office person and to   Fr Vince for his guidance. At this time  I would like to  acknowledge all those 
faithful  parishioners who  have died this year, and,  all who are grieving, that they  are blessed with the peace of 
Christ.                               
 
The Parish Office will be closed from 23rd December- and  only open intermittently till 20th January. 

With Fr Vince away from Boxing Day  till 9 Jan then 13th -22nd January   Fr Alan Roberts will celebrate some of our  
Weekend  &  New Years Day Mass.   

Please see the attached  timetable for Mass times during late December/January. 

Should you require an emergency anointing  while Fr Vince is away please call  Fr Alan 02108228926. 
 

During this Christmas Season, May you be blessed with the spirit of the season which is peace. 
The gladness of the season which is hope. And the Heart of the Season which is love. 

             
A Message of Gratitude from the Liturgy Committee 

As we reflect on the past eight years, we are deeply grateful for the journey we have shared. Our 

purpose has always been simple: to create meaningful opportunities for every parishioner to encounter 

Jesus Christ—both together at the Altar and personally in prayer. 

To Our Parishioners 

Thank you for your support, trust, and openness to change. Your willingness to embrace new initiatives 

and liturgical developments has strengthened our communal worship and enriched the spiritual life of 

our parish. Witnessing your deepening engagement with the Eucharist has been a great joy. 

To Our Liturgy Team 

We extend heartfelt thanks to all past and present team members for your dedication, creativity, and 

behind-the-scenes service. Your commitment to excellence in worship has helped many find a deeper 

home in Christ. 

Looking Forward 

As the Liturgy Committee door closes and a Leadership Team door opens, may we continue to be rooted 

in the joy of the Gospel, with the Eucharist always serving as the source and summit that sends us forth 

in the love of Jesus. 

With gratitude and prayers for the final time, 

The Parish Liturgy Committee 

Rachel Kowalewski (chairperson), Fr Vince 'Onesi, Eileen Malcom and Geron Bayatan 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

ANOINTING please call Fr Alan while Fr Vince is away. 
COMMUNION TO THE SICK If you are housebound 
or require Communion  to the Sick, and are not on our 
regular list, please contact Dorothea Henry ph 2784895 

  PRAYER CIRCLE | If you wish for prayers for a special intention call or text Sue our Prayer Circle Co-ordinator   
021 265 3542 . 
 

RCIA takes a break over Advent Christmas period 

and will resume on Friday 16th January at 6.30pm in 

the Parish Meeting Room. 

Christmas Dues Special Collection          We are deeply grateful to all parishioners who have supported the 
Christmas Dues/Offerings Special Collection in the past. Your kindness helps sustain the Clergy Trust Fund, 
which cares for and supports the priests who serve our Diocese throughout the year. 
How You Can Share the Joy: 
 · Use the planned giving envelope marked for Christmas Day. 
 · Pick up a specially marked Christmas envelope in the church foyer. 
  · Or make a direct credit to the parish bank account [St Josephs Parish 02 0630 0288010 03  ] (include your 
name PG Number (if you have one) and “Dues” as reference). Your giving will then be forwarded to the 
Diocese. 
Your generosity ensures our clergy can continue their ministry in our community. May the light of Christ fill 
your home with peace, joy, and love this Christmas! 
Monsignor Brian Walsh (Chairman, Clergy Trust Fund) 
Last week we had the Annual Sick and Retired Priests Collection You can still support through pg envelopes or 
give online to St Josephs Parish 02 0630 0288010 03 please include your name pg number(if you have one) and 
the initials SP 
 
 

Rite of Election and Enrolment of Names | Save 
the Date 
Bishop John invites all members of the Diocese 
of Palmerston North to this important event. 
Sunday, 22 Feb 2026, 12:30pm at the Cathedral 
of the Holy Spirit. 
Please RSVP to Donna Brown, Sacraments & 
Evangelisation Coordinator, by Friday 13 Feb 
2026. 
 

Bishop John is inviting every parish to take part in a 

diocesan-wide process of reflection on the significance 

of our bodily posture during the liturgy — particularly 

during the Eucharistic Prayer. The Council of Priests has 

asked him to offer guidance toward a common diocesan 

practice, and our parish’s participation in these 

conversations is an important part of that discernment. 

Watch his online youtube video  at  

  Liturgical Posture in the Diocese of Palmerston North - 
Tūmanako 

Tūmanako Print Edition Available Now! 

Issue 10 of the print edition of Tūmanako, the 

monthly diocesan newsletter, is available this 

weekend. This is the final Tūmanako newsletter 

for 2025.Printed copies are available in the 

church foyer.All material in the printed edition is 

already available online, either at 

https://tumanako.pndiocese.org.nz or 

https://cathnewsnz.com 

 

ACAY Missions Philippines | Guest Speakers Event 

An event hosted by ACAY Missions Philippines will feature guest speakers Sr. Rachel Luxford, Program Manager 

of the School of Life, and Angelane, a participant in the program. The presentation will provide insights into the 

mission’s work supporting young women in the Philippines and the impact of its rehabilitation and empowerment 

initiatives. 

Sunday, 11 January 2026, 12:30 PM in the Diocesan Manawatū Conference Rooms, 33 Amesbury Street, 

Palmerston North. 

 

https://tumanako.pndiocese.org.nz/2025/12/liturgical-posture-in-the-diocese-of-palmerston-north/
https://tumanako.pndiocese.org.nz/2025/12/liturgical-posture-in-the-diocese-of-palmerston-north/

